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Following mandates by the European Commission, the European Standard-
ization Committee (CEN) initiated a Technical Committee on “Bio-based
products”, CEN/TC 411. Under the FP7 EU research programme, the projects
Open-Bio and KBBPPS are carrying out pre- and co-normative research for
this committee. This will allow the stakeholders to progress with well-defined
and sound test methods and declaration tools.
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The project covers research and demonstration on direct and indirect In addition to that, it is important that all properties and applications are
biomass content methods, functionality, managed end-of-life options, clearly communicated to the users of bio-based products. A concept of an
biodegradability and eco-toxicity tests. The goal is to provide results to be Ecolabel will be developed that can help to clearly distinguish bio-based
adopted by European standards and product information tools. Partially, products and their properties. A database on bio-based products for
the project is a follow-up on a running pre-normative project (www.kbbpps.eu). procurement and guidelines for the information supplied together with e PTYY : -
This means that methods to directly determine the biological content will the product will be developed. This will ensure that standards, labels and Univggsri'tc\;":f”;‘;'hens ' ‘ ;J’fq ‘f,, :
now be complemented with indirect determinations. Next, already initiated information lists address all relevant aspects for enabling the rapid market - ey
investigations for degradability in soil and fresh water will be complemented uptake of bio-based products.

by tests supplying other comparison factors. The results will be standards
that tell you how a product degrades in seawater, if it is compostable
(also through home-composting in your own garden) or if it can be digested
to biogas in an industrial installation. These ‘end-of-life applications’

are important in order to compare bio-based products (also in terms of
sustainability) and develop applicable policies.
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Selection of products tested in Open-Bio
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